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(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing
Got gas? Many people 
think plumbers deal only 
with water and sewage. 
Not true! We install and 
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

green solutions!

We Hop To It!

Mo’s sizzling
summer 
specials…

• Outdoor kitchens
• New gas lines for cooktops 

and dryers
• Fire pits & patio heaters
• Pool heaters & hot tubs
• Natural gas barbecues

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/17

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$150 off

Tankless water heater 
installation*

We’re poly‐pipe certified
(approved vendors of PG&E ‐ better than iron)

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off

Any plumbing job*

Head Frog Mo Williams

Family-owned and serving

Lamorinda since 1993

 

 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LIVING TRUST 
$695 
COMPLETE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAINITIAL 

CONSULTATION FREE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until July 31, 2017

Steve Benjamins lives on an-
other planet, one where time-

lessness and quality reign.  In our 
world where impermanence is ev-
erywhere, he talks about musical 
instruments made to last centuries. 
 His calling is to restore the in-
struments and give them back the 
majestic sound they were built to 
produce. In his Golden Gate Way 
atelier he is now working on a 1896 
Chickering & Sons, from the fi rst 
American piano manufacturer, giv-
ing it back concert quality sound 
and enjoying himself immensely in 
that process.
 Benjamins says that one thing 
he loves about his job is that people 
pay him to work slowly. He never 
takes more than one or two instru-
ments a year and has built such a 
reputation now that the waitlist is 
long. He can even refuse to work 
on instruments too recent that he 
does not feel are worth a restora-
tion. Benjamins also tunes pianos 
and plays professionally.
 “After the Great Depression, 
people started to take shortcuts 
and use cheaper material to make 
the pianos,” says Benjamins. He 
gives the example of a 1970 Ger-
man harpsichord that looked like a 
beautifully made instrument. The 
artisan explains that in the middle 
of the harpsichord, two pieces of 
pressed wood had been used un-
der the rose wood veneer, maybe 
to save a few Deutschmarks, but 

when Benjamins started to tune it 
and put it to tension like he does for 
well-made instruments, these piec-
es would not stand the tension and 
broke, completely destroying the 
instrument. “It had to be trashed,” 
he adds sadly.
 But nothing of the sort hap-
pened with the Chickering he is re-
storing now. He says that the Hill-
sborough client had bought a large 
mansion and needed a piano to go 
with it. Friends of friends owned 
the old American instrument, a 
family heirloom, but had no use for 
it anymore. The client bought it for 
$2,500. The restoration will cost 
them $20,000, but then the value of 
the antique piano will jump to more 
than $100,000.
 What is special about this Bos-
ton manufacturer is that he was the 
fi rst in the world to use iron bars 
to increase the tension in the piano 
and thus creating a more profound 
base that gives each piano its per-
sonality. 
 “When this happened, pianos 
were fi nally able to produce the big 
sound that some composers, like 
Mendelsohn, needed,” says Ben-
jamins as he is brings back to mag-
nifi cence a piece of history.
 Benjamins starts playing the in-
strument that’s now in the fi nal tun-
ing stage. The sound is stunning, 
full and sonorous, ready to become 
the medium for the most intense 
musical emotions. The piano re-

storer and tuner is also a player and 
already imagines playing the re-
stored Chickering in the large hall 
it was purchased to adorn. People 
sometimes hire him to play at par-
ties.
 Moving through his warehouse, 
Benjamins points to the old pianos 
he has purchased to rescue them. 
He says that today’s piano are made 
to last 80 years, and then go. What 
made the big difference for the old 
instruments was the quality of the 
woods, metal and other material 
that were used to construct them.
 “This wood was probably cut 
down in the 1850s,” says Ben-
jamins, pointing to the frame of 
a 1893 Steinway Baby Grand he 
is also restoring, “At the time the 
wood was cured in open air for 
some 50 years. This wood now 
is as hard as a nail and it was cut 
so thick, two inches of American 
oak, that we can clean it up with 
a chisel and return it vibrancy.” 
Once cleaned the wood will be 
given a coat of West Marin Epoxy 
to reseal it. Benjamins says that the 
wood used now comes from trees 
that were not given enough time to 
grow and then to dry. He adds that 
the fi rst Stradivariuses were made 
out of very old German trees that 
simply do not exist anymore. 
 Benjamins pays also great at-
tention to the bent sideboard that, 
when made right, with spruce, will 
make the piano sing and give it its 
personality. 
 Benjamins’ client said he could 
keep the instrument for a few more 
months to tune to perfection the 
new set of cords. He will continue 
this work of love for a few more 
weeks. Benjamins also will come 
to people’s home to tune their pi-
ano, even if they don’t own an ex-
ceptional instrument. “It should be 
done every three years,” he says.
 Scott Hildula recently produced 
a documentary about Benjamins 
that was featured in the Lamorinda 
Arts Council’s documentary com-
petition. It can be viewed online 
at https://youtu.be/27Im8zoqQW8. 
More about Benjamins at http://
www.restorationpiano.com.

Steve Benjamins starts playing the 1896 Chickering & Sons he has been 

restoring to its former splendor.          Photo Sophie Braccini

Bridging the journey from 
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

“One satisfi ed client at a time!”

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and 
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Call today for a personalized tour of 
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.

Maria Eberle
Realtor
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
1830 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek
(925) 478-7190 
maria@mariaeberle.com
www.mariaeberle.com
CalBRE# 01798906

Ill-advised drivers still using Pinehurst 
Road as an alternate route though Canyon
By Nick Marnell

Ramifi cations of the Canyon 
Road bridge outage in Mora-

ga continue to haunt Canyon resi-
dents.
 On the evening of the Canyon 
Elementary School Science Fair, 
a big rig driver lugging an auto 
carrier detoured onto Redwood 
Road and Pinehurst Road to avoid 
congestion on Highway 13 north-
bound. Predictably, he jackknifed 
his vehicle on the fi rst major hair-
pin turn after he passed through 
Canyon, closing Pinehurst to traf-
fi c in both directions. Because the 
Canyon Road Bridge in Moraga 
closed in April, the accident shut 
down one of the only available 
town access roads for three hours. 
 According to Gloria Faircloth, 
Canyon School superintendent, 
many of the families could not 
make the May 25 fair, and town 
residents worried for their safety, 
fearing that an emergency might 
occur while the road remained 
blocked.
 The truck driver told Can-
yon resident Sally Hogarty, who 
was stuck in the traffi c jam, that 
he used a GPS app that directed 
him to use Pinehurst to bypass the 
heavy Highway 13 traffi c. 
 “If you look at a map, it looks 
like a good way to go,” said Mor-

aga Chief of Police Jon King, who 
mused over the truck driver’s ac-
tion. “But I can’t imagine why 
anyone would do that. And why 
do these mapping programs think 
this is a good idea?” Representa-
tives from Waze, Google Maps 
and Apple Maps did not respond 
with an answer to that question. 
 King said he reached out to 
the routing apps to let them know 
about the Canyon Road Bridge 
closure. Julie Bueren, Contra Cos-
ta County Public Works Director, 
said she has successfully reported 
road closures to Google Maps, 
although she is still not satisfi ed. 
“With this winter’s storms and 
several long term road closures, I 
realize we need a process to notify 
mapping companies to ensure the 
accurate information is out there, 
and we are looking at how to do 
that for the County Network,” she 
said. 
 Signage appears to be the most 
obvious and immediate solution to 
deter trucks from using Pinehurst 
as an alternate route. The town of 
Moraga posted its informational 
signage immediately after the 
bridge closure. According to Fer-
nando Valdez of the Contra Costa 
Public Works Department, the 
county posted a No Trucks sign 

atop Pinehurst near Skyline. And 
Art Carrea of the Alameda County 
Public Works Department said that 
his department will put up a warn-
ing sign at the Pinehurst-Redwood 
Road intersection to discourage 
truckers from driving on Pinehu-
rst.
 But there is a catch to the pre-
ventive measures. According to 
Offi cer Brandon Correa of the Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol, ignoring a 
warning sign or an informational 
sign does not provide grounds for 
a traffi c ticket. And despite the 
ruckus the truck driver caused, 
“Unless an offi cer observes a vio-
lation, we cannot issue a citation,” 
Correa said.
 Sgt. Ray Kelly of the Alam-
eda Sheriff’s Offi ce said that it is 
up to the county supervisors, law 
enforcement, traffi c engineers and 
community leaders to sit down 
and talk about the impact and the 
dangers of a truck going through 
Canyon. “Our job is to keep the 
roadways safe for vehicles and pe-
destrians. If we put up signs here, 
there will be problems over there; 
if you do A, then B will happen. 
What if someone hires a mover? 
What do they do then?” Kelly said.
 Pinehurst Road problems are 
not caused only by truck drivers; 
slides and fallen trees have also 
shut down the road this winter and 
spring. Citing the longer response 
times for fi re, medical and secu-
rity emergencies, exacerbated by 
the road closures since the bridge 
outage, the Canyon School Dis-
trict board declared a local state of 
emergency May 25, requesting the 
state to take action to “restore trav-
el across the Canyon Road bridge 
quickly.”

Not a very good idea. Courtesy Jamie Barret Riley

We off er both a relaxed atmosphere and 
a sports bar, something for families, 
couples, students and seniors. On the 
menu you’ll see many of Roman Italian 
specialities, from the classic bruschetta 
made with melted fontina cheese and 
sautéed mushrooms to mista and 
arugula salads, an array of wood-fi red 
pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of 
primis and seconds. The restaurant has 
full bar and a generouse wine list.Find Us On

www.tavernapellegrini.com   •   www.pizzapellegrini.com

Steve Benjamins, the man who works slowly
By Sophie Braccini


